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OCTOBER MEETING
October 16 10 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Meeting at Ainsworth House and Gardens is always a favorite among OCS members. The beauty of the site
will be so refreshing after the ups and downs of the past 20 months. Ainsworth House, an historic midnineteenth century property south of Portland, now a lovely wedding and event center, is surrounded by beautiful
gardens where camellias of different ages thrive among other shrubs, trees, and perennials. It’s the perfect place
to check how to site and space your camellias.
We will meet on Saturday, October 16, 2021, 10:00 a.m.—12:30 p.m., 19130 Lot Whitcomb Dr., Oregon City,
OR 97045. 503-656-1894, <https://ainsworthhouse.net> Click on Contact Us on the website for directions. We
are meeting earlier in the day than usual to allow for other adventures on your calendar that day. Again, a big
thanks to Bud Bowen and Kevin Yell for sharing their venue for our meeting. Weather permitting, we can meet
outside; if cold and wet, inside, in the spacious Garden Room. Dress for the weather, bring umbrellas if skies are
threatening, remember your mask.
Because it has been so long since we have talked about the future, it will be really valuable to hear what you'd
like to experience going forward with OCS in 2021-22. Also, since fall is the best time to plant camellias, we'll
tempt you with a plant sale—one gallon $10.00, two gallon $15.00. Pictured are some of the camellias that could
head home with you.

C. japonica
’Taiyo’…striking,
variegated
leaves

C. japonica ‘Lily
Pons’…an
elegant white
which holds up
in our rains

C. hybrid
C. japonica
‘Yume’…fragrant ‘Candy Mint’…
and whimsical
stripes galore to
catch your eye

C. hybrid
‘Minato-noakebono’…
miniature,
fragrant bloom

If you have any questions or suggestions, email me or call at 503-434-5472. It will be wonderful to meet with
friends again on October 16.
Kathy
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
After your society’s officers pretty much took the summer off, fall is now here and it’s time to think camellias once
again.
What a year ’20-’21 was! Somehow last winter and spring’s warm and dry conditions brought us the nicest
blooms I’ve ever seen. Since then, we’ve had ice, lots of heat, and about the driest conditions ever. Of course, in
addition some of us also had visions of the epidemic easing off . . . and, well . . . we know what happened with
that.
So—there are challenges ahead. Among these are finding places to meet under Covid conditions, distributing
plants we have, taking possession of plants we’ve already had propagated, thinking about what we want to
propagate next, and what meetings we might want to have in the year to come.
Fortunately, we have some good resources going forward. Thanks partly to an excellent plant sale in May, our
treasury is in great shape. We have a really fine group of newer and older members. Our collection of potted
plants at Brady’s in Hillsboro is in excellent condition and we are, of course, on board for our annual judged
flower show at the Newberg Camellia Festival in early April. Opportunities to exhibit at the Japanese Garden and
the Lan Su Chinese Garden next spring remain unexplored.
Historically, October has been our meeting time to get together and discuss thoughts and plans for the coming
camellia season. Thanks to the generosity of OCS members Bud Bowen and Kevin Yell, we’ll be able to do just
that next month at a particularly nice place with a special opportunity for some of you.
In the meeting notice above, Kathy Lintault, our program director, gave you the details. I very much hope to see
you at the October meeting.
Collier

SEASON'S GREETINGS
What season is it you ask? Why it's camellia planting
season of course. The fall, and especially October is the
best time to plant camellias. The picture at right shows
Debutante Benten, the first camellia I planted in this special
season on October 2nd. So far I have planted a dozen
camellias in the last three days. Given the quantity of
camellias that I bought at the big sale in May, and the
quantity that I have grown out further after potting them up
from 1 gallon pots, I have many more to plant before the
month is done. Going through the collection of plants
waiting to plant, I find that I have four different fragrant
varieties for which perhaps I need to find a location to start
a dedicated fragrant collection.
So get out there and dig! And, if you don't have anything to
plant, buy some at the October meeting. It is prime time to
start sequestering some carbon dioxide!
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